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Granger family
turns grief
into mission
to help others

In memory of Kylie Jane Long,
a fund and foundation support
families, raise awareness
By Sterine KisT

GREATER AKRON — Area Fussy Cleaners locations are donating a percentage of sales
this month in memery of a special little girl. = »

Kylie Jane Lnug,dmpghmafmmbethzndlas;mm,ufﬂmngendieﬂﬁMay 2005, three
days after her first birthday, after battling a rare pediatric Tiver cancer for almost four months.

Kylie and her parents lived her last few months at Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospi-

tal in Cleveland, almost all of that time period in the pediatric intensive care unit. and the
Lonas have been stk with a passion 0 help other families with an ifl child in the hespital.

During September, which is Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month, 2.5 percent of all sales
at Fussy Cleaners will be donated to a fund in Kylie’s name at Rainbow Babies and Chil-
 dren's Hospital. Elizabeth Long saidl the funds will be ked to help improve the patient
rooms and family spaces at the hospital.

One of hier proposals s to work with & cammpany called The Sky Factory to install back-
lit tiles that give the illusion of a window or skylight in a windowless room, with the inten-
tion to lift the spirits of patients and familics, )

Like many of the things the Longs hope to put in place 10 hielp other families like them-
selves, the idea for The Sky Factory iles comes out of their own experienices and some-
thing they never thought they would take for granted. _

“We were in 2 room far four months with no Window to the outside,” Elizabeth said.

The Longs tried (o keep Kylic's room. decorated during her stay — on St, Patrick’s Day,
Esster and her first birthday — but Elizabeth said they noticed that certainly wasn't the case

in every room. < ;
She said she hopes he illusion there is a view of the outdoors will give the children stay-
|ing at the hospita “ e bit of hope,a it extra energy. s
Visit wiwmthe WyLonm examples of the tiles.

Those who might be interested in donating directly to Kylie's fund at Rainbow Babies
can visit giving uhhy.com and click on “give your gift now.” Gifts can be designated direct-
Iy o the Kylie Jane Long Memorial Fund,
kﬁmﬁ Kylie's death, her parents also started the Kylie Jane Lang Foundation to

See KYLIE on Page 40 -
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